
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 10
We finished 2 Kings 9 with Elijah’s prophecy against the house of Ahab coming to fulfillment.  The word of the LORD was that Ahab’s house 
would be cut off completely.

1 Kings 21:21 - "Behold, I (the LORD) will bring evil upon you (Ahab), and will utterly sweep you away, and will cut off from 
Ahab every male, both bond and free in Israel; 

Jezebel, the evil queen who propped up Ahab and spread idolatry through the land is also no more (and not just figuratively).  We are 
seeing that the new king of Israel, Jehu is committed to cleaning house on behalf of the LORD.  But there is more work to be done…

2 Kings 10:1-5 - Ahab’s Seventy Sons

Jehu calls for the rulers of Israel who were guarding Ahab’s children to set one of his sons up as their choice for king.  He 
challenges them to fight for Ahab’s dynasty.  The elders recognize that Jehu has been strong and victorious in his attacks 
against Jehoram (Ahab’s son, king of Israel) and Ahaziah (son in law of Ahab and king of Judah) and choose instead to submit to 
Jehu’s rule.

2 Kings 10:6-11 - Ahab’s Sons Beheaded

Jehu welcomes the allegiance of the elders of Israel.  He commands them to behead all of the sons of Ahab that were under their 
protection.  And then these heads are piled up at the gate of the city of Jezreel.

v. 9 - who killed these? - In an odd scene, Jehu implies that there is some mysterious or divine source that brought these heads to 
Jezreel.  “I killed Jehoram...but who killed these?” he says.  The people were likely in shock and feared Jehu.

“Jehu’s aim is to convince the people that resistance is futile. He knows who struck down all these, but the people do 
not; and he invites them to believe that the heads mean that the revolution is bigger than he is, involving mysterious 
powers more lethal than his (he killed only his master); it is truly the LORD who is at work in overthrowing the house of 
Ahab. As fair-minded (implied by innocent) people, they should be able to arrive at the correct interpretation of the 
evidence.” (ESV Study Bible, 2 Kings 10:8-10)

v. 10 - “there shall to the earth nothing of the word of the LORD” - in other words, nothing that the LORD said will not be 
accomplished

2 Kings 10:12-14 - Ahaziah’s Sons Killed

Remember, Ahaziah was the son in law of Ahab.  His sons would have been grandsons of Ahab.  So according to the prophecy (1 
Kings 21:21), they must be killed as well.

It is difficult to read about these large scale killings.  We don’t know the names of these men, but we read of their gruesome fate.  It 
might be troubling for some to try and sort out why the LORD sanctioned such acts, and reconcile that with God’s reputation of a loving 
Father.  This is a reasonable conflict to have.
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Here’s what we should remember.  Yahweh is unlike other gods in so many ways.  He is not fickle or prone to emotional or irrational 
swings.  He doesn’t get up on the “wrong side of the bed” and destroy a nation because he is grumpy.  That’s what Baal and Molech are 
known to do.  The LORD is faithful and consistent.  He also speaks before He acts.  He offers mercy before judgment comes.

Ahab and his house brought abominations in the homes and hearts of Israel like no other reign.  And yet throughout his rule, just like in 
other similar instances, the LORD would raise up the prophets to call the people of God back to his side.  Through their messages, the LORD 
would offer clear choices and clear ramifications of those choices.

If you choose to worship the LORD → life.  If you forsake Him and turn to idols → death.

So Ahab and his house were not surprised when this judgement came. 

And secondly, Ahab and his house were held to a higher standard as leaders and rulers of the people.  Generational judgement does not 
always happen in Scripture.  Most often the “ The soul who sins will die (Ezekiel 18:4).”  But in the case of a royal dynasty, their 
responsibility brings with it a greater blessing, and also the potential for a greater consequence.  A king does not get to desecrate the 
throne only to have his son come and do it again after his death.  No, this pattern must stop.

And in the instances (like we have seen/will see in the southern kingdom of Judah) where the next generation repents, the LORD forgives 
and restores.  But this was not the case with Ahab’s house.  Enough was a enough.  There was not repentance again and again and again 
and now it was judgement day - for the entire house.  And while the exact timing of this judgement was not known, the likelihood of it 
coming was no where near a surprise.

2 Kings 10:15-17 - Jehonadab

We don’t know much about this man named Jehonadab from the text here except that he appears to be zealous for the LORD.  When 
Jehu meets him it is almost as if Jehu wants Jehonadab to see how passionate he is for completing this work against Ahab.  Jehu 
extends his hand as a physical display of their united hearts (mentioned in v. 15)

However, Jeremiah 35 gives us some more insight into this man, his family and their moral character.  They lived as sojourners in 
the land, the didn’t drink wine and kept themselves pure.  They are held up as an example of faithfulness and purity, in contrast 
to the evil people of the day.  As a result of their fidelity to the LORD, they are promised to be preserved as a people. 

Jeremiah 35:18-19 (NLT) - Then Jeremiah turned to the Recabites and said, "This is what the LORD of Heaven's Armies, the 
God of Israel, says: 'You have obeyed your ancestor Jehonadab in every respect, following all his instructions.'  19 
Therefore, this is what the LORD of Heaven's Armies, the God of Israel, says: 'Jehonadab son of Recab will always have 
descendants who serve me.'"

What a contrast to Ahab’s family.  See, the merciful God of Israel preserves and protects those who are loyal to him, from 
generation to generation and removes those who are not.

v. 17 - Jehu completes the work of the cutting off of the royal dynasty.  All who “remained to Ahab” (meaning those who were 
related or loyal to him) were killed.

2 Kings 10:18-24 - Jehu Calls For A Baal Worship Gathering
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Jehu fools the congregation of those who worship Baal (the God of Ahab & Jezebel) that he too will follow after Baal (v. 18).  He 
calls for a large worship service to be assembled to gather all of the Baal worshippers from the land.  However, his intent it not 
to join them in the procession, but to destroy them as one group.

v. 23 - one final check - Jehu orders one final check of the group to make sure no one who worships Yahweh may have mistakenly 
gotten in the crowd.  The LORD knows who are His!

2 Kings 10:25-28 - Baal Eradicated

In one dramatic event, the worshippers of Baal are destroyed.  They came to worship Baal and in that very place they found their 
end.  Idolatry destroys.  And in this instance it was not a slow and gradual destruction, but a swift and final one.

Along with the worshippers themselves, the “sacred” items of Baal were also demolished. (v. 26-27).

2 Kings 10:29-36 - Jehu’s Reign

In Jehu, the LORD found a servant for His divine purposes (judgment against Ahab’s house).  However, in Jehu, the LORD did not find 
a faithful worshipper.

We see in this record the final ripple effects of judgment upon Ahab’s house from a generation ago.  Elijah is gone (we haven’t 
heard from Elisha in a while either) but the LORD is not powerless to bring about his promised word and decision.  His truth 
outlives dynasties and his word lasts beyond even those who first spoke it.

Yet, I think it would be wise to close with a word about these final acts of Jehu.  The last 18 verses of the chapter speak nothing about 
Ahab’s house but rather against Baal’s house.  Though Jehu did not prove faithful to the LORD in his own life, his acts teach us about a 
bigger issue in Israel.  This bigger issue was the real reason the nation was in ruin, and it doesn’t relate to Ahab as a specific 
character in our story.

The reason why Jehu’s work continued after Ahab’s descendants were killed was because there was a root cause to Ahab’s evil and the root 
cause was idolatry.  You can kill Ahab and Baal worship will continue.  You can even kill all of Ahab’s descendants and Baal will still 
receive praise.  If you want true change to come, you have to get at the root and not just pluck the top of the plant.

This is true in our lives when it comes to idolatry, relational challenges, behavior issues, addiction and other sinful patterns.  You have 
to get to the root of the problem if you want to see it change.  You have to get to the root of the issue if you want to be delivered.

If you take a strategy that does not get to the root of the problem, it will appear that things have changed because the “outside” 
evidence of the problem may go away.  But the root is where the plant gets it’s life, and where our sins get resurrected.  Brushing things 
under the rug, ignoring things, denying truth, and moving away from temptations are not the way God wants to bring true and lasting 
change into our lives.

He wants to get to the very root cause of why things are the way they are, remove, change and break those deep things -- bring healing 
to those places -- and then allow new and beautiful life grow in its place.  This is the work of the holy spirit.  Rather than fearing this,  
we should long for this kind of deep and supernatural work.

Ahab might be gone, but unless the root of the idolatry is gone, Baal is going to come to life again in Israel.  And the same will happen 
in us unless the Master Gardener can do his amazing and miraculous work.
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